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TODAY NEWS HIGHLIGHT

)) Indian chess talent shines in Hungary: Grandmaster Pranesh M
wins the Kanizsa Open 2026

Indian women wrestlers put up a stellar performance at the U-20
)) World Wrestling Championships: Mansi Lather won silver, Tanvi
and Komal won bronze.

)) Major achievement of defence indigenisation: First fully
indigenous AK-203 'Sher’ rifle manufactured in Amethi

)) India aims for an ‘Indian Space Station’ by 2035: Preparing for a
new era in human spaceflight

)) 231,387 crore green Al data centre in Visakhapatnam: Andhra
Pradesh to get a new digital identity

Makkah Joint Defence Agreement: Saudi Arabia-Turkiye-
)) Pakistan’'s new security alliance and strategic implications for
India

)) Lando Norris takes stunning win at the 2026 Dutch Grand Prix,

Max Verstappen crashes out of the race at Zandvoort

)) Women's Equality Day: A global message of equal rights and
gender equality for women
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1. Indian Chess Talent Shines in Hungary: Grandmaster Pranes
M Wins Kanizsa Open 2026

held in Nagykanizsa, Hungary. He secured the championship based ona;
superior tie-break score after scoring 7 points across 9 rounds. The 19-
year-old from Tamil Nadu achieved a decisive victory by defeating
Germany's Vadim Petrovskiy in the final round. This achievement
highlights the growing strength of young Indian chess talent and India's
robust presence on the international stage.

2. Stellar Performance by Indian Female Wrestlers at the U-20§
World Wrestling Championships: Mansi Lather Wins Silver;;
Tanvi and Komal Bag Bronze '
Indian female wrestlers delivered an outstanding performance at the U-20
World Wrestling Championships held in Slovakia. Mansi Lather won the
silver medal in the 68 kg category, while Tanvi Gundesh Magdum and
Komal secured bronze medals in the 57 kg and 59 kg categories,
respectively. Earlier, Kajal Dhochak had won gold in the 76 kg category, p
while Tanu Sharma and Savita won silver medals in the 72 kg and 62 kg
categories, respectively. These achievements showcase the
strengthening position of Indian women's wrestling on the international
stage and the potential of its young talent.

3. Major Milestone in Defence Indigenisation: First Fully
Indigenous AK-203 ‘Sher’ Rifle Manufactured in Amethi

India has achieved a significant milestone in defence indigenisation by ™
developing the first fully indigenous AK-203 ‘Sher’ assault rifle. It has "=
been manufactured by the Indo-Russian joint venture, IRRPL, at the
Korwa factory in Amethi, Uttar Pradesh. All components and raw
materials for the rifle are produced in India, and it has successfully
undergone testing, including burst-fire trials. This achievement marks a
crucial step towards the 'Make in India' and 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (Self-
Reliant India) initiatives, as well as the replacement of the aging INSAS
rifles.

4. India Aims for ‘Bharatiya Antariksh Station’ by 2035: Preparing
for a New Era in Human Spaceflight

India has set a target to establish the Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS)
by 2035, with approval already granted for its first module. This project
will mark a significant expansion of India’s Gaganyaan human spaceflight
program. Through the space station, India will promote long-term human j
space activities, scientific research, and microgravity studies. National
Space Day is celebrated on August 23, highlighting India's space
achievements and the importance of space-based applications.
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5. ¥31,387 Crore Green Al Data Center in Visakhapatnam: Andhra®
Pradesh to Gain a New Digital Identity

The Andhra Pradesh government has approved the establishment of al N
512 MW Green Integrated Al Data Center in Visakhapatnam district. This|
project will be set up by AM Al Factory (Vizag) Pvt. Ltd. in Amanam
village, Bheemunipatnam Mandal. It entails an investment of over ¥31,387 |
crore and is expected to generate approximately 1,000 direct jobs. The
project will strengthen technology investments in the state while boosting -
Al, high-performance computing, cloud services, and sustainable digital |-
infrastructure. a.

6. Mecca Joint Defence Agreement: The New Security Alliance
of Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan and Strategic Implications
for India

Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan have established a trilateral collective
security arrangement by signing the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement
(MJDA). Under this agreement, an armed attack on any one member [,
nation can be considered an attack on all three—a concept bearing some = 4
resemblance to NATO's Article 5. The agreement aims to strengthen
regional security through joint military exercises, defence coordination,
training, and the sharing of strategic intelligence. This alliance reflects
the strategic interests and collective security efforts of Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, and Pakistan amidst the shifting geopolitics of West Asia.

7. Lando Norris Claims Brilliant Victory at 2026 Dutch Grand Prix;

Max Verstappen Out of the Race at Zandvoort

McLaren's Lando Norris secured a magnificent victory at the 2026 Dutch
Grand Prix held at Zandvoort, Netherlands. Norris defeated Mercedes'
Kimi Antonelli by 11.536 seconds to claim his second consecutive win of
the season, while George Russell finished third. Local star Max
Verstappen retired from the race following a crash in the early stages,
which triggered a red flag. The final phase of the race proved to be
thrilling, influenced by the Virtual Safety Car, tire strategy, and pit stops.

8. Women’s Equality Day: A Global Message of Equal Rights for
Women and Gender Equality

Women’s Equality Day is observed annually on August 26 to
commemorate the historic struggle for women's equal rights and the right
to vote. This day marks the constitutional recognition of women's voting
rights in the United States, achieved through the 19th Amendment to the
US Constitution on August 26, 1920. Its objective is to promote equal
rights, equal opportunities, equal pay, and equal participation of women
in political and decision-making processes. In India, gender equality is
fostered through Articles 14, 15, and 16 of the Constitution, as well as
various women's empowerment programs.
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1. Who won the Kanizsa Open 2026 Group A title?
A - Karthik Venkataraman B - Pranesh M
C - Vadim Petrovsky D - Or Bronstein

Indian Grandmaster Pranesh M won the Kanizsa Open 2026 Group A title,
held in Nagykanizsa, Hungary, by securing 7 points out of 9 rounds and i
achieving a superior tie-break score. The 19-year-old Pranesh from Tamil §

the rising strength of India's young chess talent.

2. Which Indian wrestler won the gold medal at the Under-20 World Wrestling
Championships?

A - Mansi Lather B - Kajal Dhochak

C - Tanu Sharma D - Savita

Indian female wrestlers delivered an impressive performance at the
Under-20 World Wrestling Championships held in Slovakia, winning gold,
silver, and bronze medals. Mansi Lather won silver; Tanvi Gundesh Magdum
and Komal won bronze; Kajal Dhochak won gold; and Tanu Sharma and
Savita secured silver medals. )

3. What is the name of India's first fully indigenous AK-203 assault rifle?

A - Arjun B - Sher

C - Shakti D - Tejas

India has developed its first fully indigenous AK-203 'Sher' assault rifle,
manufactured by the Indo-Russian joint venture IRRPL at the Korwa factory
in Amethi. This rifle represents a significant achievement in the areas of
defense indigenization, 'Make in India’, 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (Self-Reliant
India), and the replacement of the aging INSAS rifies.

4. Of which program will the Indian Space Station project be a significant
expansion?

A - Chandrayaan B - Aditya-L1

C - Gaganyaan D - Mangalyaan

India aims to establish the Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS) by 2035; as an
extension of the Gaganyaan program, it will foster long-term human space
activities and scientific research. The first module of this project has
received approval, and National Space Day is celebrated in India on August
23.
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5. In which state will the 512 MW green integrated Al data center be
established?

A - Telangana B - Tamil Nadu

C - Andhra Pradesh D - Karnataka

The Andhra Pradesh government has approved the establishment of a 512
MW green integrated Al data center in Visakhapatnam district, with a
proposed investment of over ¥31,387 crore. This project will be set up by AM |
Al Factory (Vizag) Pvt. Ltd. and is expected to generate approximately 1,000
direct jobs.

6. Which countries signed the Makkah Joint Defense Agreement (MJDA)?
A - Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Turkey B - Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan [s
C - Turkey, Pakistan, and China D - Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Pakistan (%
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan have established a trilateral collective
security arrangement under the Makkah Joint Defense Agreement (MJDA).
Its objective is to strengthen regional security and collective deterrence
capabilities through joint military exercises, defense coordination, and
intelligence cooperation.

7. Who won the 2026 Dutch Grand Prix?

A - Kimi Antonelli B - George Russell

C - Lando Norris D - Max Verstappen

McLaren's Lando Norris won the 2026 Dutch Grand Prix held in Zandvoort,
Netherlands, defeating Kimi Antonelli to secure his second consecutive
victory of the season. Max Verstappen retired from the race due to a crash,
while the virtual safety car and tire strategy added excitement to the race. 7 S

8. When is Women's Equality Day celebrated annually?

A - 8 March B - 26 August wo M EN’S

C - 11 October D - 15 August

Women's Equality Day is observed annually on August 26 to commemorate E “nlI'v
the historic struggle for women's equal rights and the right to vote. This day '
is linked to the 19th Constitutional Amendment in the United States, while in DAY

India, gender equality is promoted through Articles 14, 15, and 16 of the
Constitution.
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One Liner

1. What capacity (in megawatts) Green Al data center facility was approved in
Visakhapatnam? - 512 MW

2. Where was India’s first fully indigenous AK-203 ‘Sher’ rifle manufactured? - Korwa,
Amethi

3. Which Indian Grandmaster won the Kaniza Open 2026 Group A title? - Pranesh M

4. By which year has India set a target to establish an Indian space station? - 2035

5. When is Women's Equality Day celebrated annually? - August 26

6. Women's Equality Day is associated with the historic event of women gaining the
right to vote in which country? - United States of America

7. Which three countries participated in the Makkah Joint Defense Agreement? - Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan

8. Who won the silver medal in the 68 kg category at the Under-20 World Wrestling
Championships? - Mansi Lather

9. Who won the 2026 Dutch Grand Prix? - Lando Norris

10. Where was the 2026 Dutch Grand Prix held? - Zandvoort, Netherlands
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