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TODAY NEWS HIGHLIGHT

)) Sri Lanka ruled out from hosting ICC Women's Champions Trophy
2027

)) Germany wins FIH Men's Hockey World Cup, equals Pakistan's
record

)) India-Uzbekistan ties gain strategic boost, PM Modi receives
highest honour

)) HDFC Bank faces leadership change as MD and CEO Sashidhar
Jagdishan resigns

)) Ozone-based drinking water purification project launched in
Himachal Pradesh

)) UNCCD COP17 emphasizes land restoration, drought-resilience
and grassland conservation

)) El Nifio impact triggers red alert in Ecuador, raising concerns
about global weather

)) World Coconut Day—The importance of tropical agriculture,
livelihoods, and sustainable development
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1. Sri Lanka Stripped of ICC Women's Champions Trophy 2027
Hosting Rights

Sri Lanka has been stripped of the hosting rights for the ICC Women's
Champions Trophy 2027, originally scheduled for February 14-28, 2027.
The primary reason cited involves ICC concerns regarding the autonomy
of Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) and government interference. The ICC
emphasizes democratic administration, independence, and good
governance within national cricket boards. This decision could also
impact Sri Lanka's automatic qualification for the 2027 tournament and its
standing in international cricket.

2. Germany Wins FIH Men's Hockey World Cup, Equaling
Pakistan's Record

Germany defeated Spain 1-0 in the FIH Men's Hockey World Cup final to 28 e
claim the title for the second consecutive time and secure their fourth N0 G o SREnELANOY
World Cup trophy. With this victory, Germany equaled Pakistan's record :
of four World Cup titles (Pakistan won in 1971, 1978, 1982, and 1994). In I}
the final, Michel Struthoff scored the decisive goal for Germany in the ‘
44th minute, and the team maintained the lead despite Spain's efforts. In &=
the bronze medal match, Argentina defeated the Netherlands 2-1, with
captain Matias Rey scoring the winning goal.

3. India-Uzbekistan Relations Get Strategic Boost; PM Modi§

Conferred Highest Honor

During his visit to Tashkent on August 30, 2026, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was conferred Uzbekistan’s highest honor, the ‘Oliy Darajali
Do‘stlik’. India and Uzbekistan decided to elevate their ties to the level of
a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, encompassing cooperation in
defense, energy, trade, digital sectors, and nuclear energy. Both nations
emphasized strengthening energy security and civil nuclear cooperation,
including an agreement for the long-term supply of uranium to India. This
partnership is significant for India’s strategic presence in Central Asia, its
historical-cultural ties, and cooperation within the Global South.

4. Leadership Change at HDFC Bank: MD & CEO Sashidhar
Jagdishan to Step Down

HDFC Bank MD & CEO Sashidhar Jagdishan has decided not to extend
his tenure; he will remain in the role until October 26, 2026. He assumed
office in October 2020, and the merger of HDFC Bank with HDFC Ltd. was
a key achievement during his tenure. The bank's Board of Directors will
now accelerate the process of selecting a nhew CEO—a crucial step for
corporate governance, risk management, and investor confidence.
Internal audits regarding the bank's internal administration and legacy
deposit-related transactions have underscored the importance of
accountability, transparency, and robust internal controls within the
banking sector.
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3. Launch of Ozone-based Drinking Water Purification Project in B v
Himachal Pradesh

The state’s first ozone-based drinking water purification project has been =
launched in Dehra, Himachal Pradesh, with an allocation of approximately ﬁ
¥46 crore. The project aims to improve water quality and neutralize :
microorganisms by leveraging the powerful oxidizing properties of ozone
(0,). Efforts are also underway to promote the ‘Mukhyamantri Ka Apna.
Parivar Sukhi Parivar’ scheme for economically weaker families and to
encourage the participation of youth and women's groups in forest
conservation. Plans are in place to foster inclusive and sustainable
regional development in Dehra by focusing on the expansion of
infrastructure for education, veterinary services, and drinking water

supply.

6. Focus on Land Restoration, Drought Resilience, and§

Rangeland Conservation at UNCCD COP17 ;
UNCCD COP17 was held from August 17-28, 2026, in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia, under the theme "Restoring Land, Restoring Hope," with land
degradation, desertification, and drought resilience as key issues.
Established in 1994, the UNCCD is a legally binding treaty that promotes
global cooperation to combat desertification, land degradation, and
drought. The conference placed special emphasis on sustainable
rangeland management, early warning systems, drought management,
and science-based monitoring. India released its first set of guidelines for
grasslands and other open natural ecosystems (ONEs), a move expected
to boost biodiversity, carbon sequestration, and the livelihoods of
pastoralists.

7. Red Alert in Ecuador due to El Nino impact; concerns rise

over global weather
On August 29, 2026, Ecuador issued a nationwide Red Alert due to the §
potential impacts of El Nifho, anticipating risks such as drought, wildfires, §
and water shortages. El Nifio is an ocean-atmosphere phenomenon
characterized by the abnormal warming of surface waters in the central §
and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean, which influences global weather %
patterns. Its effects can lead to drought and heat in some regions, while /8%
causing heavy rainfall and flooding in others; it also impacts marine " a®
fishery resources. Many Latin American countries, including Ecuador, are
emphasizing disaster risk reduction measures such as early warning =
systems, water management, wildfire control, and timely evacuations. ? ;

ey /'-' ' s (

8. World Coconut Day—The Importance of Tropical Agriculture, @ﬁ%,,/
WORLD

Livelihoods, and Sustainable Development

World Coconut Day is observed annually on September 2nd to raise COCONUT DAY
awareness about the economic, nutritional, social, and environmental
significance of coconuts. The day commemorates the establishment of
the Asian and Pacific Coconut Community (APCC), headquartered in
Jakarta. Known as the "Tree of Life,"” the coconut yields humerous
products, including oil, water, milk, coir, and fiber. In India, Kerala,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh are major coconut-producing
regions, while climate change, rising sea levels, and pests and diseases
pose significant challenges to production.
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1. Which country has withdrawn the hosting of ICC Women's Champions

Trophy 2027?
A - India B - Sri Lanka
C - Pakistan D - Bangladesh

Sri Lanka's bid to host the ICC Women's Champions Trophy 2027 has been
withdrawn due to ICC's concerns over government interference and the
autonomy of Sri Lankan cricket. According to the ICC, independent,
democratic and well-governed governance is essential among national
cricket boards, while withdrawing hosting rights could affect Sri Lanka's
automatic qualification.

2. Who won the FIH Men's Hockey World Cup 2026 title?

A - Spain B - Germany

C - Argentina D - Netherlands

Germany defeated Spain 1-0 in the final of the FIH Men's Hockey World Cup .
to win the title for the second consecutive time and equal Pakistan by g
becoming the World Cup winner for the fourth time. In the final, Michel =
Struthoff scored the decisive goal in the 44th minute, while Argentina X |
defeated the Netherlands 2-1 in the bronze medal match. |

3. Which highest honor of Uzbekistan was given to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi?

A - Nishan-e-Pakistan B - Oli Daraijli Dostlik

C - Order of the Nile D - Order of Merit

During his visit to Tashkent on 30 August 2026, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was awarded Uzbekistan's highest honor 'Oli Darazli Dostlik' and India-
Uzbekistan relations were elevated to comprehensive strategic partnership.
Both countries emphasized on enhancing defence, energy, trade, digital and
nuclear cooperation and strengthening energy security through long-term
uranium supply to India.

4. How long will HDFC Bank MD and CEO Shashidhar Jagadeesan remain in
office?

A - 26 October 2026 B - 30 September 2026

C - 31 December 2026 D - 15 November 2026

HDFC Bank MD and CEO Shashidhar Jagadeesan has decided not to extend
his tenure and will remain in office till 26 October 2026; During his tenure
HDFC Bank — HDFC Ltd. The merger was a major achievement. The bank will
now speed up the process of selecting a new CEO, while the internal audit
highlighted the importance of corporate governance, transparency,
accountability and risk management.
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5. Where was Himachal Pradesh's first ozone-based drinking water
purification project launched?

A - Shimla B - Dehra

C - Mandi D - Kullu

The state's first ozone-based drinking water purification project was
launched in Dehra, Himachal Pradesh, with an allocation of approximately
46 crore; the project utilizes the oxidizing properties of ozone to neutralize
microorganisms in the water. Alongside this, the state government is
emphasizing inclusive and sustainable development through the welfare of
poor families, forest conservation, education, veterinary services, and the
expansion of drinking water infrastructure.

6. Where was UNCCD COP17 held?

A - New Delhi B - Ulaanbaatar

C - Beijing D - Tokyo

UNCCD COP17 was held in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, from August 17-28, 2026, =~ . = = . %«
under the theme "Restoring Land, Restoring Hope," focusing on land = me ..o o
degradation, desertification, drought management, and sustainable _~;‘.:;,‘.i;f_..-g-‘:;fm,_..;_-w_._“.-"f_ =

rangeland management. India released its first set of guidelines for |
grasslands and other open natural ecosystems (ONEs), aiming to strengthen
biodiversity, carbon sequestration, and the livelihoods of pastoralists.

7. Which country issued a nationwide Red Alert due to the potential impacts

of El Nifo?

A - Peru B - Ecuador
C - Brazil D - Chile _
Ecuador issued a nationwide Red Alert on August 29, 2026, due to the _
potential impacts of El Niiho, raising concerns about drought, forest fires,
and water shortages. El Nino can trigger adverse weather conditions
globally—such as droughts, heatwaves, heavy rainfall, and floods—which is g
why emphasis is being placed on early warning systems and disaster
management measures.

8. World Coconut Day is observed to commemorate the establishment of
which organization? WORLD

A - FAO B - APCC COCONUT DAY
C-WTO D - UNEP 2D SEPTEMBER
World Coconut Day is observed on September 2nd to commemorate the
establishment of the APCC and to highlight the economic, nutritional, social,
and environmental significance of the coconut. The coconut is known as the
"Tree of Life"; in India, Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh
are the major producing regions, while climate change, sea-level rise, and
pests and diseases pose significant challenges.
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One Liner

1. Which team did Germany defeat in the final of the FIH Men's Hockey World Cup? -
Spain

2. Prime Minister Narendra Modi was awarded which of Uzbekistan's highest honors? -
Oliy Darajali Do'stlik

3. Which country issued a nationwide Red Alert in view of the potential impacts of El
Niho? - Ecuador

4. On which date is World Coconut Day observed every year? - September 2

5. Until when will Sashidhar Jagdishan continue to serve as the MD and CEO of HDFC
Bank? - Until October 26, 2026

6. Which country hosted UNCCD COP17? - Mongolia

7. Where is the headquarters of the Asian and Pacific Coconut Community (APCC)
located? - Jakarta, Indonesia

8. What was the theme of UNCCD COP17? - “Restoring Land, Restoring Hope”

9. In which district's Dehra was Himachal Pradesh'’s first ozone-based drinking water
purification project launched? - Kangra

10. Hosting rights for the ICC Women's Champions Trophy 2027 were withdrawn from
which country? - Sri Lanka
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