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TODAY NEWS HIGHLIGHT

)) Brendan Taylor breaks Sachin Tendulkar's record, becomes the
player with the longest career in men'’s ODI cricket.

)) Veteran Bharatanatyam artiste Dr. Vasundhara Doraswamy to
receive the ‘Guru Dr. Saroja Vaidyanathan Excellence Award 2026’

)) Actor Anant Nag to receive the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for the
year 2024, a national honour for contribution to Kannada cinema

)) EPFO’s mandatory coverage wage limit increased from 215,000
to 225,000, benefiting 51 lakh additional workers

)) Prime Minister Vishwakarma Yojana completes 3 years, 30 lakh
traditional artisans registered

)) Sanjukta Parashar becomes the first woman IPS officer to head
the CRPF's CoBRA unit

Karnataka declares September 15 as official '‘Engineers Day’,
)) allows engineers to use the prefix ‘Er.’

World Bamboo Day 2026 — The importance of bamboo in
)> sustainable development, livelihoods and climate adaptation
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1. Brendan Taylor breaks Sachin Tendulkar's record; becomes
player with the longest career in men's ODI cricket

Zimbabwean wicketkeeper-batsman Brendan Taylor set the record for the|
longest career in men's ODI cricket on September 15, 2026, by playing an | o~y
ODI against Australia, marking a span of 22 years and 148 days. He &
surpassed Sachin Tendulkar's record of 22 years and 91 days, although , E TR
Tendulkar's records for the most runs (18,426) and most matches (463) RN .
remain intact. Taylor made his ODI debut against Sri Lanka on April 20, N >
2004, and has scored 11 ODI centuries. In 2022, the ICC banned him for

three and a half years for violating Anti-Corruption and Anti-Doping| R
codes; he subsequently returned to international cricket in 2025. '

2. Veteran Bharatanatyam artist Dr. Vasundhara Doraswamy to
receive the ‘Guru Dr. Saroja Vaidyanathan Excellence Award
2026’

Dr. Vasundhara Doraswamy, a renowned Bharatanatyam dancer,
choreographer, and researcher, will be honored with the Padma Bhushan
Guru Dr. Saroja Vaidyanathan Excellence Award 2026. This award will be
presented by the Nataraj Music and Dance Academy during the Vaishakhi
Nrityotsav (Indian Dance Festival) scheduled for September 26-27, 2026,
in Visakhapatnam. Associated with Bharatanatyam for five decades,
Doraswamy has conducted research on the connection between
Bharatanatyam and Ashtanga Vinyasa Yoga and has choreographed
productions such as ‘Panchali’, ‘Ganga Lahari’, and ‘Sama Veda’.

3. Veteran Actor Anant Nag to Receive the 2024 Dadasaheb
Phalke Award; National Honor for Contributions to Kannada
Cinema

Veteran actor Anant Nag will be conferred the 2024 Dadasaheb Phalke
Award for his contributions spanning over five decades in Indian cinema.
The award will be presented on September 22, 2026, at the 72nd National
Film Awards ceremony in Ekta Nagar (Kevadia), Gujarat. A prominent
figure in Kannada cinema, Anant Nag has contributed to theatre, parallel
cinema, television, and films across various Indian languages. The "
Dadasaheb Phalke Award is the highest national film honor for'
outstanding contributions to Indian cinema, comprising the 'Swarna
Kamal' (Golden Lotus), a shawl, and a cash prize of ¥15 lakh.

4. EPFO mandatory coverage wage limit raised from ¥15,000 to 5 75 " i S
¥25,000; 51 lakh additional workers to benefit

The Union Cabinet has approved raising the monthly wage limit for
mandatory social security coverage under the EPFO from ¥15,000 to
¥25,000. This change will provide over 51 lakh additional workers the
opportunity to access social security benefits such as provident fund,
pension, and insurance. The estimated annual financial requirement for
the new arrangement is ¥11,339 crore, with a projected total expenditure
of approximately ¥56,696 crore over five years. The key schemes under
the EPFO are EPF, EPS, and EDLI, aimed at providing retirement savings,
pension, and life insurance coverage, respectively.
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5. PM Vishwakarma Scheme Completes 3 Years; 30 Lakh el b
Traditional Artisans Registered . =
The PM Vishwakarma Scheme completed three years on September 17,
2026; it was launched on September 17, 2023, to strengthen the skills and
livelihoods of traditional artisans and craftspeople. Under the scheme, 30
lakh artisans have been registered following a three-stage verification
process, while 24.50 lakh have received skill training and 18.15 lakh have
been provided with modern toolkits. So far, loans worth ¥5,297 crore have |
been disbursed to 6.18 lakh beneficiaries, with an initial loan of up to ¥1
lakh available at a concessional interest rate of 5% per annum.

6. Sanjukta Parashar Becomes the First Female IPS Officer to
Lead CRPF's CoBRA Unit

Dr. Sanjukta Parashar, a 2006-batch IPS officer of the Assam-Meghalaya |
cadre, has been appointed as the Inspector General (IG) of the CRPF's
CoBRA unit, becoming the first female IPS officer to lead it. She has
served in the Assam Police, CID, and NIA, and possesses experience in §§
counter-insurgency operations in Northeast India. CoBRA (Commando
Battalions for Resolute Action) is a specialized commando unit of the
CRPF, trained primarily for jungle warfare and counter-insurgency
operations. CoOBRA comprises a total of 10 battalions and plays a crucial
role in internal security operations, particularly in Naxal-affected and %
other challenging regions.

7. Karnataka Declares September 15 as Official ‘Engineers Day’;
Engineers Allowed to Use ‘Er.’ Prefix

The Karnataka government has decided to observe September 15 as the
official ‘Engineers Day’ and has permitted engineers to use the prefix ‘Er.’
before their names. September 15 marks the birth anniversary of Bharat
Ratna Sir M. Visvesvaraya, who was conferred the Bharat Ratna in 1955.
Serving as the Diwan of Mysore (1912-1918), Visvesvaraya made
significant contributions to irrigation, flood control, water resource
management, and industrial development, and was notably associated
with the KRS Dam. This decision aims to enhance the identity of the
engineering profession while highlighting the role of engineers in
technical human resource development, innovation, and nation-building.

8. World Bamboo Day 2026 — The Importance of Bamboo in
Sustainable Development, Livelihoods, and Climate Adaptation

World Bamboo Day is observed annually on September 18 to raise
awareness about the environmental, economic, and social significance of
bamboo and to promote its sustainable use. The World Bamboo |}
Organization (WBO) declared this day during the 8th World Bamboo '{
Congress held in Bangkok on September 18, 2009. Bamboo is a fast- _
growing perennial grass that plays a crucial role in soil conservation, land & —~

restoration, carbon sequestration, and as a source of renewable raw W

material.
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1. From whom did Brendan Taylor snatch the record for the longest career in
men's ODI cricket?

A - Virat Kohli B - Sachin Tendulkar

C - Sanath Jayasuriya D - Ricky Ponting

Zimbabwe's wicketkeeper-batsman Brendan Taylor set the record for the
longest career in men's ODI cricket—spanning 22 years and 148 days—by =%
playing an ODI against Australia on September 15, 2026, surpassing Sachin R
Tendulkar's record of 22 years and 91 days. Taylor made his ODI debut in
2004 and returned to international cricket in 2025 following an ICC ban in
2022; Tendulkar's records of 18,426 runs and 463 matches remain intact.

2. With which award will Dr. Vasundhara Doraswamy be honored?
A - Shantala Award B - Sangeet Natak Akademi Award

C - Padma Bhushan Guru Dr. Saroja

Vaidyanathan Excellence Award 2026
Dr. Vasundhara Doraswamy will be honored with the Padma Bhushan Guru
Dr. Saroja Vaidyanathan Excellence Award 2026 for her contributions to
Bharatanatyam spanning over five decades. She has conducted research on § &
the connection between Bharatanatyam and Ashtanga Vinyasa Yoga and has &

choreographed productions such as ‘Panchali’, ‘Ganga Lahari’, and ‘Sama §
Veda'.

D - Kalidas Samman

3. With which award will Anant Nag be honored for the year 2024?

A - Padma Vibhushan B - Dadasaheb Phalke Award

C - National Film Award D - Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
Veteran actor Anant Nag will be conferred the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for
the year 2024 in recognition of his contributions to Indian cinema spanning
over five decades. This honor will be presented on September 22, 2026, at
the 72nd National Film Awards ceremony in Ekta Nagar (Kevadia), Gujarat. A
prominent actor in Kannada cinema, Anant Nag has also contributed to
theatre, parallel cinema, and television; the Dadasaheb Phalke Award
comprises a Swarna Kamal (Golden Lotus), a shawl, and a cash prize of ¥15
lakh.

4. What is the new monthly wage limit set for mandatory social security
coverage under the EPFO?

A - 320,000 B - 22,000
C - ¥25,000 D - ¥30,000
The Union Cabinet approved raising the monthly wage limit for mandatory ¢
social security coverage under the EPFO from ¥15,000 to ¥25,000, a move
expected to benefit over 51 lakh additional workers. The estimated annual
financial requirement for this change is ¥11,339 crore, with a total
expenditure of ¥56,696 crore over five years; the key schemes under the §
EPFO are EPF, EPS, and EDLI. :
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Vishwakarma Yojana?
A - 20 lakh B - 25 lakh
C - 30 lakh D - 35 lakh

The Pradhan Mantri Vishwakarma Yojana completed one year on September =
17, 2024 (launched on September 17, 2023); under this scheme, 30 lakh J&
artisans have been registered, 24.50 lakh have received skill training, and =
18.15 lakh have been provided with modern toolkits. Loans worth ¥5,297
crore have been disbursed to 6.18 lakh beneficiaries under the scheme; this
includes an initial loan of up to ¥1 lakh at a concessional annual interest rate
of 5%, along with the provision of certificates, incentives for digital
transactions, and marketing support.

5. How many artisans have been registered under the Pradhan Mantriﬁ}
o'y

6. Dr. Sanjukta Parashar has been appointed as the Inspector General of |
which unit?

A - BSF B-ITBP

C - CoBRA unit of CRPF D - CISF

Dr. Sanjukta Parashar, a 2006-batch IPS officer of the Assam-Meghalaya
cadre, has been appointed as the Inspector General of the CoBRA unit of the |}
CRPF, making her the first female IPS officer to lead CoBRA. CoBRA is the i\
specialized commando unit of the CRPF, trained for jungle warfare and g4
counter-insurgency operations, with 10 of its battalions deployed in Naxal- |
affected and other challenging regions.

7. The Karnataka government has decided to observe September 15 as which
day?

A - National Science Day B - Engineers' Day

C - Technology Day D - Youth Day

The Government of Karnataka has decided to observe September 15 as the B
official 'Engineers' Day' and to permit engineers to use the prefix 'Er.' before ¥
their names; this day is celebrated on the birth anniversary of Bharat Ratna
Sir M. Visvesvaraya. As the Diwan of Mysore (1912-1918), Visvesvaraya
made significant contributions to irrigation, flood control, and industrial
development, and was associated with the KRS Dam; he was awarded the |
Bharat Ratna in 1955.

8. Which organization announced World Bamboo Day?

A - UNEP B - FAO

C - World Bamboo Organization D - WWF

World Bamboo Day is celebrated annually on September 18; the World
Bamboo Organization (WBO) announced it on September 18, 2009, at the 8th
World Bamboo Congress held in Bangkok. Bamboo is a fast-growing
perennial grass that plays a crucial role in soil conservation, land
restoration, and carbon sequestration; in India, its cultivation and processing
are being promoted through the National Bamboo Mission.
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One Liner

1. Which day has the Karnataka government officially recognized September 15 as? -
Engineers' Day

2. For which prestigious national honor of 2024 has veteran actor Anant Nag been
selected? - Dadasaheb Phalke Award

3. From which Indian cricketer did Brendan Taylor snatch the record for the longest
career in men's ODI cricket? - Sachin Tendulkar

4. How many additional workers are likely to benefit from the increase in the EPFO
salary limit? - 51 lakh

5. How many years did the Pradhan Mantri Vishwakarma Yojana complete on
September 17, 2026? - Three years

6. With which excellence award will Dr. Vasundhara Doraswamy be honored in the year
2026? - Padma Bhushan Guru Dr. Saroja Vaidyanathan Excellence Award

7. On which date is World Bamboo Day celebrated every year? - September 18

8. What is the new monthly salary limit set for EPFO's mandatory social security
coverage? - ¥25,000

9. Sanjukta Parashar has become the first female IPS officer to lead which CRPF
commando unit? - CoBRA

10. How many traditional trades have been included under the Pradhan Mantri
Vishwakarma Yojana? - 18
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