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TODAY NEWS HIGHLIGHT

)) Abhishek Sharma created history, scoring a century in 30 balls to
set the record for the fastest T201 century for India.

)) Indian-American scientist Sethuraman Panchanathan has been
awarded the 2026 Arthur M. Bueche Prize

)) Nobel Laureate Michael Kremer Appointed Chief Economist of the
World Bank Group

Tata Sons faces controversy over leadership and corporate
)) governance, with N. Chandrasekaran given a new five-year
term.

Global Gender Gap Report 2026: India ranks 131st, has high
)) equality in education but faces major challenges in economic
and political participation.

)) India in the 'Highly Restricted’ category in the ‘Free to Think 2026’
report, raising questions about academic freedom

19 Indian institutes feature in the QS Global Full-Time MBA
)> Ranking 2027, with IIM Bangalore topping the list.

The US Federal Reserve raised interest rates by 25 basis points,
>> raising the federal funds rate to 3.75-4%.
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1. Abhishek Sharma makes history; sets record for the fastest

T20I century for India off 30 balls

On September 17, 2026, during the third T20I against Afghanistan in New
Delhi, Abhishek Sharma set the record for the fastest T20l century in
Indian men's cricket by reaching the milestone in just 30 balls. He scored
108 runs off 34 balls—including 11 sixes—and completed his half-century
in just 16 balls. Abhishek’s 30-ball century ranks as the third-fastest in
world T20I cricket; he trails only Sahil Chauhan (27 balls) and Muhammad
Fahad (29 balls). India completed a 3-0 clean sweep of the three-match
T20I series against Afghanistan.

2. Indian-American Scientist Sethuraman Panchanathan to

Receive 2026 Arthur M. Bueche Award

Sethuraman Panchanathan, an Indian-origin computer scientist and
engineer, has been honored with the 2026 Arthur M. Bueche Award by the
US National Academy of Engineering (NAE). Born in Chennai,
Panchanathan has made significant contributions to computer science,
machine learning, human-centered computing, and haptic technologies.
He served as the 15th Director of the US National Science Foundation
(NSF) from June 2020 to April 2025 and played a pivotal role in
establishing the NSF's Technology, Innovation, and Partnerships
Directorate in 2022.

3. Nobel Laureate Michael Kremer Appointed Chief Economist of

the World Bank Group

World Bank Group President Ajay Banga has appointed Nobel Prize-
winning economist Michael Kremer as Chief Economist and Senior Vice
President for Development Economics; the appointment will be effective
from October 1, 2026. Kremer has championed the use of evidence-based
development and Randomized Controlled Trials (RCTs) in areas such as
poverty alleviation, education, health, agriculture, and technological
development. In 2019, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in
Economics—alongside Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo—for his
contributions to an experimental approach to alleviating global poverty.

4. Dispute over leadership and corporate governance at Tatal
Sons; N. Chandrasekaran gets a new five-year term _
On September 17, 2026, the Tata Sons board decided to reappoint N.
Chandrasekaran as Executive Chairman for another five years, even
though his current term was set to expire in February 2027. Noel Tata,
Chairman of Tata Trusts—which holds approximately a 66% stake in Tata
Sons—opposed the decision and questioned its validity. The RBI has
classified Tata Sons as an 'Upper-Layer NBFC' and rejected its request to
surrender its NBFC registration in September 2026.
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5. Global Gender Gap Report 2026: India ranks 131st; high parity
in education but major challenges in economic and political
participation

In the World Economic Forum's (WEF) Global Gender Gap Report 2026,
India ranked 131st out of 145 economies, with a Gender Parity Score of
64.5%. The index assesses gender equality based on four dimensions:
economic participation, education, health and survival, and political
empowerment. India’s scores stood at 96.6% for education and 95.6% for
health and survival, whereas the score for economic participation was
only 41.2%. The political empowerment score was 24.5%, highlighting
gender gaps in economic opportunities and political representation as
major challenges for the country.

6. India Placed in ‘Highly Restricted’ Category in ‘Free to Think]|
2026’ Report; Concerns Raised Over Academic Freedom

The ‘Free to Think 2026’ report by Scholars at Risk (SAR) has placed India
in the “Highly Restricted” category and documented 382 attacks on
higher education communities across 59 countries. Using the Academic
Freedom Index, the report assesses dimensions such as research and
teaching, academic expression, institutional autonomy, campus integrity,
and the dissemination of knowledge. Regarding India, the reportf
highlights issues concerning university autonomy, appointments,
curriculum, research, student expression, and campus protests.

7. 19 Indian Institutes Feature in QS Global Full-Time MBA
Ranking 2027; IIM Bangalore Tops in India

Nineteen Indian institutes have been included in the QS Global Full-Time
MBA Ranking 2027, with IIM Bangalore ranking 64th, IIM Ahmedabad
jointly 70th, and IIM Calcutta 95th. While the rankings of the three premier
IIMs declined compared to the previous year, Indian participation has
risen to 19 institutes in 2027, up from five in 2020. Key evaluation criteria
in the QS ranking include Employability, Value for Money, Alumni
Outcomes, Thought Leadership, and Diversity, with Employability
carrying a 40% weightage. Globally, MIT Sloan School of Management
secured the top spot, followed by Harvard Business School, Stanford
GSB, Wharton, and Cambridge Judge in the top five.

8. US Federal Reserve raises interest rates by 25 basis points; 8

Federal Funds Rate reaches 3.75-4%

On September 16, 2026, the US Federal Reserve's FOMC raised the
Federal Funds Rate by 25 basis points to a range of 3.75%—-4.00% to curb ff’
high inflation. The Fed has a long-term inflation target of 2%, while
inflationary pressures persist due to energy prices, geopolitical
uncertainty, and supply-side risks. The hike in US interest rates could
impact foreign capital flows, the rupee's exchange rate, bond yields, and
the stock market in India. However, the RBI is not obliged to automatically
follow the Fed's decision; it determines monetary policy based on
domestic inflation, economic growth, liquidity, and financial stability.
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1. In how many balls did Abhishek Sharma complete his T20l century against
Afghanistan?

A - 27 balls B - 29 balls

C - 30 balls D - 34 balls

On September 17, 2026, Abhishek Sharma set the record for the fastest T20I
century in Indian men's cricket by scoring a century off 30 balls in the third
T201 against Afghanistan. He scored 108 runs off 34 balls, and India won the
series 3-0.

2. Which award was conferred upon Sethuraman Panchanathan in 2026?
A - Turing Award B - Arthur M. Bueche Award

C - Marconi Prize D - Kyoto Prize _
Indian-origin computer scientist Sethuraman Panchanathan has been
honored with the US National Academy of Engineering's 2026 Arthur M.
Bueche Award. In addition to his contributions to computer science,
machine learning, and human-centered computing, he has served as the 15th
Director of the NSF.

3. To which position has Michael Kremer been appointed within the World® % ¥ 13

Bank Group? .') W W I \1
A - Managing Director B - Chief Economist \ i@ . :
C - President D - Chief Financial Officer

Nobel Prize-winning economist Michael Kremer has been appointed as the
Chief Economist and Senior Vice President for Development Economics at
the World Bank Group; his tenure is effective from October 1, 2026. Kremer is
known for his work on evidence-based development and the use of
Randomized Controlled Trials (RCTs) in areas such as global poverty
alleviation, education, health, and agriculture; he received the Nobel Prize in
Economics in 2019.

4. Who has been reappointed as the Executive Chairman of Tata Sons for the
next five years?

A - Ratan Tata B - Noel Tata

C - N. Chandrasekaran D - Venu Srinivasan

On September 17, 2026, the board of Tata Sons reappointed N.
Chandrasekaran as Executive Chairman for the next five years, even though
his current term was due to end in February 2027. While Noel Tata, Chairman
of Tata Trusts, opposed this move, the RBI's rejection of the demand to
cancel Tata Sons’' NBFC registration brought the issues of the company's
potential listing and corporate governance into sharp focus.
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5. What was India's rank in the Global Gender Gap Report 2026?

A-121st B - 126th

C-131st D - 136th

In the World Economic Forum's (WEF) Global Gender Gap Report 2026, India
ranked 131st out of 145 economies, with a Gender Parity Score of 64.5%.
India's education score stood at 96.6% and the health and survival score at
95.6%, while economic participation was 41.2% and political empowerment
was 24.5%.

6. In which category has India been placed in the 'Free to Think 2026' report? [
A - Free B - Partially Restricted .
C - Highly Restricted D - Fully Restricted r) waialh
In the 'Free to Think 2026’ report by Scholars at Risk (SAR), India has been
placed in the "Highly Restricted" category; the report documents 382 attacks ™%
on higher education communities across 59 countries. The report assesses -
dimensions such as research and teaching, academic expression,
institutional autonomy, campus integrity, and the dissemination of
knowledge under the Academic Freedom Index.

7. How many Indian institutions were included in the QS Global Full-Time
MBA Ranking 2027?

A-15 B-17

Cc-19 D-21

19 Indian institutions were included in the QS Global Full-Time MBA Ranking
2027, with 1IM Bangalore ranking 64th, IIM Ahmedabad ranking joint 70th, and
IIM Calcutta ranking 95th. Key criteria in the QS rankings include
Employability, Value for Money, Alumni Outcomes, Thought Leadership, and
Diversity, with Employability carrying a 40% weightage; MIT Sloan ranked
first globally.

8. By how much did the US Federal Reserve raise the Federal Funds Rate on
September 16, 2026?

A - 10 basis points B - 15 basis points

C - 25 basis points D - 50 basis points

On September 16, 2026, the US Federal Reserve's FOMC raised the Federal
Funds Rate by 25 basis points to a range of 3.75%—4.00%, aiming to bring
inflation closer to the long-term target of 2%. The Fed's rate hike could |
impact foreign capital inflows, the rupee's exchange rate, and financial 1
markets in India, although the RBI determines its monetary policy
independently based on domestic economic conditions.
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One Liner

1. With which two economists did Michael Kremer share the Nobel Prize in Economics
in 2019? - Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo

2. In how many balls did Abhishek Sharma score a century in the third T20l against
Afghanistan? - 30 balls

3. For how many years was N. Chandrasekaran reappointed as the Chairman of Tata
Sons? - Five years

4. What were India's rank and Gender Parity Score in the Global Gender Gap Report
2026? - 131st rank and 64.5%

5. Sethuraman Panchanathan served as the 15th director of which US institution? -
National Science Foundation (NSF)

6. How many Indian institutions were included in the QS Global Full-Time MBA Ranking
2027? - 19 institutions

7. In which category was India placed in the 'Free to Think 2026' report by Scholars at
Risk? - Highly Restricted

8. Which prestigious award was conferred upon Sethuraman Panchanathan in 2026? -
Arthur M. Bueche Award

9. To which position has Michael Kremer been appointed within the World Bank
Group? - Chief Economist and Senior Vice President for Development Economics

10. By how much did the US Federal Reserve raise the Federal Funds Rate on
September 16, 2026? - 25 basis points (0.25 percentage points)
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