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TODAY NEWS HIGHLIGHT

)) India’s impressive performance at Asian Games 2026: Medals in
Wushu, Rowing, Shooting and Athletics

) Mizoram'’s Lalrithangi is included in FAO's 100 Women Heroines’,
exemplifying rural entrepreneurship through strawberry farming.

)) Music director Shantanu Moitra to be honoured with the National
Lata Mangeshkar Award 2026

)) Delhi's DURGA' scheme approved, 1,300 pink e-autos to be given
to women and transgender persons

)) ‘PM Surya Ghar’ portal launched in Delhi, combined subsidy up
to 21.56 lakh to promote rooftop solar

)) The discovery of eRASSU J0O608 provides a new direction for the
study of gravitational waves. Two white dwarfs orbit each other
every 6.24 minutes.

)) Asad Alam Syiem will be the nhew High Commissioner of
Bangladesh to India, preparing for diplomatic re-dialogue in
India-Bangladesh relations.

)) World Environmental Health Day 2026 — a global emphasis on
the link between a healthy environment and human health
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1. India's Stellar Performance at the 2026 Asian Games: Medals RS I ]
in Wushu, Rowing, Shooting, and Athletics

India delivered an impressive performance across Wushu, Rowing,
Shooting, and Athletics at the 20th Asian Games held in Aichi-Nagoya,
Japan. Naorem Roshibina Devi secured her third consecutive Asian!
Games medal by winning silver in the women's 60kg Sanda event. Satham
Singh and Salman Khan won a historic bronze in the men's double sculls,
while Parinaaz Dhaliwal and Anantjeet Singh Naruka clinched bronze in
the mixed skeet event. In athletics, Seema won bronze in the 10,000m
race, and India's mixed 4x400m relay team secured the silver medal.

2. Mizoram’s Lalrithangi Named Among FAO’s ‘100 Women;,
Heroes’; Sets an Example of Rural Entrepreneurship Through f
Strawberry Farming Y ,
Lalrithangi, from Mizoram’s Lawngtlai district, has been selected for the (& ~ !
FAO’s ‘100 Women Heroes’ initiative in recognition of her contributions to /"

agri-food systems and rural development. A former teacher, Lalrithangi ;=
began strawberry farming in 2024 and now cultivates avocados and X -';
bananas alongside over 10,000 strawberry plants across two hectares of‘*‘*
land. Her strawberry farming generated an income exceeding ¥10 lakh in &
2025, and she also produced value-added products such as strawberryl‘3
wine.

3. Music Director Shantanu Moitra to be Honoured with National

Lata Mangeshkar Award 2026

The Madhya Pradesh government has announced the National Lata
Mangeshkar Award 2026 for renowned music director Shantanu Moitra in
recognition of his contributions to music direction; the award comprises a
tax-free cash prize of ¥5 lakh and a citation. The award will be presented
on September 28, 2026, in Indore on the occasion of Lata Mangeshkar's
birth anniversary, with a two-day event commencing on September 27.
Shantanu Moitra has composed music and background scores for films |§
such as Parineeta, 3 Idiots, Piku, October, and 12th Fail, and previously }
won a National Film Award in 2014 for Na Bangaru Talli.

4. Delhi’s ‘DURGA’ Scheme Approved; Women and Transgender

Individuals to Receive 1,300 Pink E-Autos

On September 23, 2026, the Delhi Cabinet, chaired by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, approved the DURGA scheme for women and transgender
individuals. The first phase of the scheme involves the provision of 1,300
pink e-autos, with 1,170 allocated to women and 130 to transgender
beneficiaries. The initiative aims to promote self-employment, women's
safety, and last-mile connectivity, while ensuring inclusive participation in
the transport sector. Through these e-autos, the scheme will foster clean
and sustainable urban transport, with EV charging facilities integrated at
70 DMRC metro stations.
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5. ‘PM Surya Ghar’ portal launched in Delhi; combined subsidy §
of up to ?1 .56 lakh to promote rooftop solar

portal on September 21, 2026, enabling domestic consumers to apply for
rooftop solar installations. By combining the central subsidy of up to 8
¥78,000 with an equal amount from the Delhi government, eligible |\
households can receive a total assistance of up to ¥1.56 lakh. The ‘PM
Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana’ has a total outlay of ¥75,021 crore and aims
to install rooftop solar systems in 1 crore households. This initiative is
crucial for promoting decentralized energy generation, the clean energy
transition, energy security, and sustainable urban development.

6. Discovery of eRASSU J0608 Gives New Direction to
Gravitational Wave Studies; Two White Dwarfs Orbit Each Other

in 6.24 Minutes

A team led by Indian researchers studied an ultracompact double-white-
dwarf binary system named eRASSU J0608, in which the two white dwarfs
orbit each other in approximately 6.24 minutes. This system exhibits X-ray
emission driven by "direct-impact accretion,” where matter falls directly
onto the companion white dwarf without forming an accretion disk. Its
orbital period is rapidly decreasing, likely due to the loss of energy and
angular momentum via gravitational radiation; the estimated chirp mass
is approximately 0.43 solar masses.

7. Asad Alam Siam to be Bangladesh's New High Commissioner
to India; Preparations Underway for Renewed Diplomatic
Dialogue in India-Bangladesh Relations

Bangladesh's Foreign Secretary Asad Alam Siam has been appointed as
the next High Commissioner to India, and India has formally granted its
agrément (diplomatic approval) for his appointment. A 1995-batch Foreign
Service officer, Siam has previously served as Bangladesh's Ambassador
to the US and assumed the role of Foreignh Secretary in June 2025. His
appointment comes at a time when dialogue on issues such as borders,
water, trade, connectivity, security, and regional cooperation remains
crucial for India-Bangladesh relations.

8. World Environmental Health Day 2026 — Global emphasis on worid

the link between a healthy environment and human health { 1y 2 .
World Environmental Health Day is observed annually on September 26 to P‘n vIironm (H(-:-[.';allt!{%la!

raise awareness about the relationship between human health and the
environment. This day is associated with an initiative by the International
Federation of Environmental Health (IFEH) and emphasizes the
importance of a clean and sustainable environment. Environmental health
encompasses issues such as air and water pollution, sanitation, waste
management, food safety, chemical hazards, and climate change. In India,
initiatives like the Swachh Bharat Mission, Jal Jeevan Mission, and the
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) play a crucial role in improving
environmental health.
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1. In which event did Satham Singh and Salman Khan win a bronze medal?

A - Men's Single Sculls B - Men's Double Sculls

C - Men's Quadruple Sculls D - Men's Kayak Four

India won medals in Wushu, Rowing, Shooting, and Athletics at the 20th
Asian Games 2026 held in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan. Roshibina Devi won silver in
Wushu; Satnam Singh-Salman Khan and Parinaz Dhaliwal-Anantjeet Singh
Naruka won bronze; while Seema and the mixed 4x400m relay team won
bronze and silver medals, respectively.

2. Lalrithangi has been selected for the ‘100 Women Heroes’ initiative of
which organization?

A - UNESCO B - FAO

C - UNDP D - UNICEF

Lalrithangi from Mizoram has been selected for the FAO’s ‘100 Women
Heroes’ initiative for her contributions to agri-food systems and rural
development. A former teacher, Lalrithangi earned an income of over ¥10
lakh from strawberry farming in 2025, and this honor is associated with the
International Year of the Woman Farmer 2026.

3. Who has been selected for the National Lata Mangeshkar Award 2026?

A - A. R. Rahman B - Shantanu Moitra

C - Amit Trivedi D - Vishal Bhardwaj

The Madhya Pradesh government has announced the National Lata
Mangeshkar Award 2026 for music director Shantanu Moitra in recognition of
his contributions to the field of music; the award includes a tax-free cash
prize of ¥5 lakh and a citation. The award will be presented in Indore on
September 28, 2026; Moitra previously received a National Film Award in
2014 for *Na Bangaru Talli*, and the Lata Mangeshkar Award was instituted
in 1984.

4. How many pink e-autos will be provided in the first phase of the DURGA Rl
scheme? :

A -1,000 B-1,300

C -1,500 D - 2,000

The Delhi Cabinet approved the DURGA scheme for women and transgender
individuals on September 23, 2026, with 1,300 pink e-autos to be provided in
the first phase. The scheme aims to promote self-employment, women's &
safety, last-mile connectivity, and clean urban transport, and will also §
incorporate EV charging facilities at 70 DMRC metro stations.
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5. What is the maximum assistance available through the combined subsidy .
from the Central and Delhi governments? LW
A -378,000 B - ¥1 lakh
C - ¥1.25 lakh D - ¥1.56 lakh

The Delhi government launched the ‘Delhi PM Surya Ghar’ portal on
September 21, 2026, under which eligible families can receive assistance of
up to ¥1.56 lakh through the combined subsidy from the Central and Delhi
governments. The total outlay for the PM Surya Ghar scheme is ¥75,021 ¥
crore, and it aims to promote clean energy, energy security, and sustainable ,
development by installing rooftop solar systems in 1 crore households.

6. What type of astronomical system is eRASSU J0608?

A - Neutron star B - Double-white-dwarf binary

C - Black hole binary D - Exoplanet system

A team led by Indian researchers studied an ultracompact double-white-
dwarf binary named eRASSU J0608, which has an orbital period of
approximately 6.24 minutes and exhibits X-ray emission due to direct-impact
accretion. Its orbital period is decreasing due to gravitational radiation, and
this system—with a chirp mass of approximately 0.43 solar masses—could
become a potential verification source for the future LISA mission.

7. Who has been appointed as the next High Commissioner of Bangladesh to
India?

A - M. Riaz Hamidullah B - Asad Alam Siam

C - Mohammad Tauhid D - Sheikh Hasan

Bangladesh's Foreign Secretary Asad Alam Siam has been appointed as the
next High Commissioner to India, and India has granted formal *agrément*
for his appointment. Siam, an officer of the 1995 batch, has previously served
as an ambassador to the US, while the current High Commissioner, M. Riaz
Hamidullah, will assume the role of Permanent Representative to the United
Nations office in Geneva.

8. World Environmental Health Day is associated with the initiative of which
organization?

A - WHO B - UNEP

C-IFEH D - UNDP

World Environmental Health Day is observed annually on September 26 to
raise awareness about the relationship between human health and the
environment and to promote a clean and sustainable environment. This day
is associated with the IFEH and focuses on issues such as air and water
pollution, sanitation, waste management, food safety, and climate change;

significant initiatives in India include the Swachh Bharat Mission, Jal Jeevan WORLD
Mission, and NCAP. ENVIRONMENTAL

HEALTH DAY
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One Liner

1. Who has been appointed as the new High Commissioner of Bangladesh to India? -
Asad Alam Siam.

2. When is World Environmental Health Day observed every year? - September 26.

3. Where are the 2026 Asian Games being held? - Aichi-Nagoya, Japan.

4. Which award will be conferred upon Shantanu Moitra for the year 2026? - National
Lata Mangeshkar Award.

5. For which future space-based gravitational wave mission could eRASSU J0608 serve
as a potential verification source? - LISA (Laser Interferometer Space Antenna).

6. What is the national target for the number of households to have rooftop solar
installed under the PM Surya Ghar scheme? - 10 million (1 crore) households.

7. How many pink e-autos will be made available in the first phase of Delhi's DURGA
scheme? - 1,300 e-autos.

8. In which event did Naorem Roshibina Devi win a silver medal at the 2026 Asian
Games? - Women's 60 kg Sanda (Wushu).

9. In the eRASSU J0608 binary system, in approximately how much time do the two
white dwarfs orbit each other? - 374.15 seconds or approximately 6.24 minutes.

10. What is the name of the female farmer from Mizoram selected for the FAO’s ‘100
Women Heroes’ initiative? - Lalrithangi.
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